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BERING, a name associated with the geog-
raphy and history of upper North America,
due to an ambitious Dutch navigator, Vitus
Bering.

Vitus Bering (1680-1741) first came into
prominence as a captain in Peter the Great's
navy during the Swedish wars. His ability
led to a command in a voyage of discovery
in the neighborhood of Kamchatka. In 1728,
and subsequently, he examined the coasts of
Kamchatka, Okhotsk and the north of Si-
beria, ascertaining the relation between the
northeastern Asiatic and northwestern
American coasts. Returning from America
in 1741, he was wrecked upon the desert
island which bears his name (see below),
and died there, The sea west of Alaska was
named for him.

Bering Island, the most westerly island of
the Aleutian chain, off the east coast of Kam-
chatka. It is uninhabited and contains no
timber.

Bering Sea, that portion of the North
PaciHe Ocean extending from the Aleutian
Islands to Bering Strait and bounded on the
west by the peninsula of Kamchatka. Dur-
ing the winter it contains floating and pack
ice, and most of the year its waters are cov-
ered with a dense fog. There is little navi-
gation.

Bering Sea Controversy, a dispute be-
tween Great Britain and the United States
over the seal fisheries in the North Pacific
Ocean. Since 1867, the United States had
carefully regulated by license the killing of
seals on the Pribilof Islands, receiving a roy-
alty for each skinj but after 1886 unlicensed
fleets were organized to kill the seals during
the winter months, when they are more than
three miles from shore, or beyond the juris-
diction of the United States government. In
order to restrict the unlicensed killing, the
United States set up a claim that Bering Sea
was a closed sea, that is, subject to the ex-
clusive jurisdiction of the United States.
This was protested by Great Britain, and by
a treaty in 1892 the question was referred to
arbitration. The tribunal, which consisted
of one Englishman, one Canadian, two
Americans (Justice John M. Harlan and
Senator J* T. Morgan) and one representa-
tive each of France, Italy and Sweden and
Norway, reported Aug. 15, 1893, a decision
which was generally unfavorable to the
United States. It led, however, to the adop-
tsfoa of other restrictions. These proved in-

effectual, and negotiations were opened again
in 1897. America offered to conserve the
seals by prohibiting killing for one year, but
Canada demanded payment for losses to its
ship owners who would lose thereby, and
Britain upheld the demand. The United
States then passed a law prohibiting impor-
tation of sealskins unless the animals were
taken from Pribilof Islands. Finally, a com-
mission awarded damages to the Canadians,
amounting to nearly $500,000. In 1899 an-
other effort was made to reach an agreement
between the two nations, but no result was
reached. Meanwhile, the United States, in
1910, prohibited seal hunting for a period
of five years. Control was absolute around
the Pribilof Islands (which see), but the law
was difficult to enforce in the open sea* See
FUR SEAL.
Bering Strait, che narrow channel sepa-
rating Asia from North America and con-
necting the North Pacific with the Arctic
Ocean. Its width at the narrowest point be-
tween Cape Prince of Wales and East Cape
is about thirty-sis miles. In depth it varies
from 175 to 180 feet. During the winter it
is frozen, and it is seldom free from fog or
haze. It was discovered by Vitus Bering,
but was first fully explored by Captain Cook
in 1778.
BERKELEY, lurk'ty, CAL., a city in Ala-
meda County, adjoining Oakland, on the
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe railroads. It
has a beautiful location on the heights over-
looking San Francisco Bay. The Univer-
sity of California, the state agricultural col-
lege, the Berkeley Bible Seminary and sev-
eral preparatory schools are located here, be-
sides institutions for the deaf, dumb and
blind. There is here a great fruit company,,
large ink and oil works and a large carbonic
company. The commission form of govern-
ment was adopted in 1909. In 1923, a dis-
astrous fire swept the city, destroying more
than a thousand houses, with property loss of
over $8,000,000. Population, 1930, 82,109.
BERKELEY, SIK WILIJAK (1910-1677),
a colonial governor of Virginia. When
Cromwell gained control of the British gov-
ernment, Governor Berkeley offered an asy-
lum in Virginia to loyalists and kept the
colony loyal to the king until 1651. In that
year he was compelled to resign, but he was
again chosen governor in 1660. His subse-
quent management of affairs brought him
only criticism. He showed himself faithless